Accuracy of frozen section examination of pelvic lymph nodes in patients with FIGO stage IB1 to IIB cervical cancer.
We evaluated the accuracy of intraoperative frozen section histology of pelvic lymph nodes in patients with FIGO stage IB1 to IIB cervical cancer. A total of 96 patients with cervical cancer FIGO stage IB1 to IIB had surgery including systematic pelvic or pelvic and paraaortic lymphadenectomy and intraoperative frozen section examination of pelvic lymph nodes at our department between January 1997 and October 2001. The results of frozen section were compared with those of final histology. A total of 1044 pelvic lymph nodes underwent intraoperative frozen section examination and node metastases were found in 29 patients (30%). Final histopathology yielded a total of 5042 lymph nodes and identified an additional seven patients with node metastases for a false negative rate of 19%. The specificity and the positive predictive value of frozen section examination were 100%; the negative predictive value was 90% (60/67). The diagnostic accuracy of frozen section analysis of pelvic lymph nodes should be considered when intraoperative decisions are based on its results.